
 

 

Here are some problems I have used with my Kindergarteners either this year or last 
year.  

Problem solving begins the first month of school and continues weekly throughout the 
year. I might start with a Join Result Unknown problem, and then move to a 
Multiplication or Partitive Division problem. I ensure that students experience all 
problem types throughout the year. I plan for a variety of number choices to readily 
accommodate all learners as we solve problems. I don’t wait until my students have 
mastered counting before beginning with problem solving since students can work on 
these problems even if they aren’t perfect with counting.     

After a couple of years of using CGI with my students, I started to involve my students in 
the creation of our story problems. When involving my Kindergarteners in composing a 
problem, I typically choose a student or two to be in the problem and they will get to 
choose the context of the problem.  For example, if Sasha just celebrated her birthday, 
she might say that she wants to do a problem about the cupcakes she and her dad 
made for her birthday dinner. I might direct her to compose a problem that involves a 
particular action like joining, separating or grouping by asking questions about the 
cupcakes. For example, I might ask her how many people were eating cupcakes and 
the class together could write a story something like, Sasha and her dad made 12 
cupcakes for her birthday.  Sasha’s family ate 7 of those cupcakes.  How many 
cupcakes did they have left? Or I might ask her to pretend that they decorated the 
cupcakes with jelly beans and we could write a problem like, Sasha has 3 cupcakes. If 
Sasha puts 4 jelly beans on each cupcake how many jelly beans would she need? I find 
that I address many literacy standards when we compose these problems. As the year 
goes on, my students are able to generate problems with less and less guidance from 
me. 

If we are introducing an unfamiliar problem type or I want to ensure that my students are 
working toward a particular math standard, I will write the story problem ahead of time. 
Both ways are successful for our class. 

Mrs. Laura Steele 
Mentor Teacher  
Okaloosa County, FL 
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Raelynn had 5 cookies.  She gave 2 cookies to Delilah.  How many cookies does 
Raelynn have left? 

 

Jayden picked 9 flowers.  She gave 5 flowers to her friend.  How many flowers 
does Jayden have now? 

 

Kathleen had 12 pencils.  She gave 8 away to Ky’mani.  How many pencils does 
Kathleen have now? 

 

 

Join Result Unknown 

Jaxon had 3 crayons.  Devin gave him 2 more crayons.  How many crayons does 
Jaxon have now? 

 

Isaac had 5 books.  His mom gave him 4 more books.  How many books does 
Isaac have all together? 

 

Jay had 4 toy cars.  He got 7 more toy cars from Caden.  How many toy cars 
does Jay have now? 

 

Harper had 6 strawberries.  She picked 9 more strawberries.  How many 
strawberries does Harper have now? 

 

 

Multiplication  

Mrs. Steele has 4 cups.  Each cup has 3 Skittles in it.  How many Skittles does 
Mrs. Steele have all together? 

 

John brought 4 Hershey’s Kisses for each of his 5 friends.  How many Hershey’s 
Kisses did John bring all together? 
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There are 4 bags.  Every bag is filled with 8 pretzels.  How many pretzels are 
there in all? 

 

 

Partitive Division 

Daniel had 9 cookies.  He has 3 bags to fill with cookies.  If each bag is filled with 
the same number of cookies, how many cookies did Daniel put in each bag?  

 

Hayden had 12 popsicles.  She wanted to share them with 4 friends.  How many 
popsicles did each friend get? 

 

Elijah had 24 crayons.  He wanted to put the same amount of crayons into 8 
boxes. How many crayons did Elijah put into each box? 

 

 

Measurement Division 

Waylon had 6 apples.  He put 2 apples in each bucket.  How many buckets can 
Waylon fill? 

 

Matthew had 15 toy cars.  He put 5 toy cars in each box.  How many boxes can 
Matthew fill? 

 

There are 21 fish.  If there are 3 fish in each bowl, how many bowls are there? 

 

 

Join Change Unknown 

Camilla had 4 crayons.  John gave her more crayons.  Now Camilla has 6 
crayons. How many crayons did John give her? 
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Aden had 8 acorns.  Mia gave him some more acorns.  Now Aden has 12 
acorns.  How many acorns did Mia give to Aden?  

 

Chance had 10 tokens.  How many more tokens does he need to get 16 tokens 
for a prize?  Problems like this help me teach the Kindergarten standard of 
understanding that a teen number is composed of 10 plus some more. 

 

 

Compare Problems 

Kalina has 5 crayons.  Kyle has 3 crayons.  How many more crayons does Kalina 
have than Kyle? 

 

Ethan has 12 cookies.  Carmella has 9. How many more cookies does Ethan 
have than Carmella? 

 

 

Join Start Unknown 

Luz had some stickers.  She got 4 more stickers.  Now Luz has 7 stickers.  How 
many stickers did Luz have to start with? 

 

Hayden had some pens. She got 6 more. Now she has 13 pens. How many pens 
did she have to start with? 

 

Nolan had some baseballs.  Jack gave him 8 baseballs, and now Nolan has 14 
baseballs.  How many baseballs did Nolan have to start with? 

 

 

Separate Change Unknown 

5 friends were playing on the monkey bars.  Some of them left to go swing.  Now 
2 friends are still playing on the monkey bars.  How many friends left to go 
swing? 
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There were 8 dogs in the park.  Some of the dogs went home.  Now 2 dogs are 
left in the park. How many dogs went home? 

 

Jaden has 12 Goldfish crackers.  She gave some of her Goldfish crackers away 
to Bradley.  Now she has 5 Goldfish crackers left. How many Goldfish crackers 
did she give Bradley? 

 

 

Separate Start Unknown 

There were some cookies in a jar.  Rylee gave 5 to Jess.  Now there are 2 left. 
How many cookies were in the jar to start with? 

 

Sam had some hats.  He gave 7 to his brother.  Now he has 5 hats left.  How 
many hats did Same have to begin with? 

 

Ethan had a pack of pencils.  He gave 12 to his friends.  Now there are 6 pencils 
left in the pack. How many were in the pack to begin with? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


